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Disclaimer

This report was written according to the EASOI Report Methodology (2019he report is based
on carefully selected sources of information. All sources used are referenced.

The information contained in this report has been researchediluated and analysed with
utmost care within a limited timeframe. However, this document does not claim to be exhaustive.
If a particular event, person or organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean
that the event has not taken plaae that the person or organisation does not exist. Any event
taking place after the finalisation of this report is not included. More information on the reference
period for this report can be found in the introduction.

Furthermore, this report is not cohgsive as to the determination or merit of any particular
application for international protection. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of
a particular legal position.

YwSFdzaSSQ>X WNRATQ YR &AYACT | ogy addholli thgleghl BeAse | NB
as applied in the EU Asylum Acquis, the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating
to the Status of Refugees.

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use which may
be madeof the information contained in this report.
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Glossary and Abbreviations

ACLED
HTS
INSO
IS

ISW
NDF
UNOCHA
PKK
PYD
SDF
SCSR
SNHR
SOHR
UNICEF
VDC
YPG

Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project
I & Ql G -ShdmK NA NJ | §

International NGO Safety Organization

The Islamic State (IS); also known as Islamic State of Iraq and the

(ISIL), Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), or Daesh.
Institute for the Study of War

National Defence Forces

United Nations Office for th€oordination of Humanitarian Affairs

YdzNRA&GFY 22N] SNRQ t I NIeé
Democratic Union Party (Kurdish)

Syrian Democratic Forces

Syrian Center for Statistics and Research

Syrian Network for Human Rights

Syrian Observatory of Hum#&ights

'VYAGSR briAz2ya / KAf RNBYyQa

Violations Documentation Center in Syria

Cdzy ¥

YdZNRAAK t S2LJ SQa t N2PGSOGA2Yy |
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Introduction

This report was drafted by Country of Origin Information (COI) specialiststifi®morwegian
Country of Origin Informatio€entre, Landinfpaslisted under theAcknowledgementsection.

This report is produced in line with the EASO COI Report Methodology {20ti%he EASO COI
Writing and Referencing Style Guide (20419).

Methodology

This report analyses the security situation in Syria, focusing in particular on the situation for the
civilian population. The reference period is 2018 and the first half of 28b¢ne additional
information was added during the finalisation of this reportresponse to feedback received
during the quality control proceamtil 18 September 2019.

After finalisation of the content of the report by Landinfo, during the editing phagmificant
developments to the security situatiatcured which did not fdlow recenttrends in the conflict.
Because of the significant nature of these developments, having an impact on the content of this
report, EASO agreed with Landinfo to incladeeparate chapteiQhapters, Newdevelopments,

with a short overviewof information upuntil 23 October2019 Because of the early stage and
volatile nature of such developmenits the conflict information on this will have to be updated

on short notice. EASO plans such update by gt20.

Sources

The report is based on information from UN reports, reports from human rights organisations,
academic publications and news articles, that in different ways describe the security situation in
Syria.

This COl report also draws heavilytbe December 2018 report by Syria analyst, Aron L .titidd

Syria’s Civil War: Government Victory or Frozen ConflmiBlished by the Swedish Defence

Research Agencir. Lund is a researcher focusing on Middle Eastern and North African politics

and a &llow with The Century Foundation of New York, and with the Centre for Syrian Studies of

{dd ! yRNBsQa ! yADSNEAGE® | S KFa LlzomfAaKSR gARSE @
O2f dzvyAaild 2y GKS O2dzyiNEQa R S-afytagelddokspuBydan | S KI a
politics, Drommen om Damaskus (Stockholm, 2010) and Syrien brinner (Stockholm, 2014), as well

as the book Divided They Stand (Brussels, 2012), in English.

In addition, statistics on the number of violent incidents and confbtdited deaths are used,

despite variations in theskgures (this is elaborated irh@pter 3), as arindicationof the security

AAldzr GA2y Ay RAFTFSNBYG LINIHa&a 2F GKS O2dzyiNEB I
collection methods are discusgén more detail irChapter3.

Quality control

In order to ensure that theeport respecs the EASO COI Report Methodology, a review was
carried out by COI specialists from the countries and organisations listed as reviewers in the
Acknowledgementsection Chapter6 was developed after tis quality control phaseBecause of

1EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information (COIl) Report Methodology, Jung2019,
2EASO, Writing and Referencing Guide for EASO Country of Ongnatidén (COI) Reports, June 2008,


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Writing_and_Referencing_Guide.pdf
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the occurrence of these developments after finalisation and shortly before publication of this
report, the added information in chapte6 was not reviewed by the departments and
organisations mentined in the Acknowledgements section but was internally reviewed by EASO.

Structure and use of the report

The report starts with a brief introduction to the background to the civil war, the belligerents in
the conflict and who controls which parts of theuntry. It goes on to describe the security
situation in different parts of Syria. To illustrate this, the report presents estimates of the number
of people killed and the number of conflilated violent incidents. A description is also provided

of howthe war has been fought, what types of weapons and war tactics the warring parties have
used, and how this has affected the civilian population. The report does not address how the
government or other belligerents treat specific ethnic, political or sagi@lips.

Following significant changes to the security situation occurring during the quality control phase
of the report (beginning of October 2019) it has been decided to include a limited chapter
documenting the new developments. These developments are discuas€tapter6. A full
update of theinformationwill be published in first quarter of 2020.

In this report, the termsecurityis used to mean freedom from violendéolences the intentional

use of, or threat ofphysical force against another person. The teirrilianis used in contrast to
military and refers to persons who are neither members of armed groups nor participate in
combat.
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1. Background

1.1 Syria before the civil war

Syria is a republic in which all real power rests with President BasiAaisall. He took over the
presidency in 2000 after his father HafezAglsad, who came to power in 1970. Assad is the leader
of the ruling Baath Party andbmmanderin-chief of the Syrian Armed Forces. The president is
elected fora sevenyear term, in tightly controlled elections without any genuine opposing
candidates. A set of formal state institutions, such as the parliament and government, exist under
the president, butaccording toSyria aalystAron Lundijn practice, they lack independent power

and are overshadowed by an informal network closely linked to the president, consisting of the
heads of the various security services and a small group ¢iciaiis and wealthy businesen?

Central parts of the country consist of sparsely populated desert areas. Most of the population

live along a nortksouth axis in the western part of the country, where cities like Damascus and

Aleppo are located. Theuphrates Valley and the norfastern corner of the country are home

G2 &a2yYy$S 2F {&8NRAI Q& Y2ail YSinE popuatioh eN@aDsizbhiledzNI £ f
about 10% are Kurds. The majority are Sunni Muslims (apipnaxely 70¢80 %). The rest e

Christians belonging to different denominations, as well as Alawites, Druze and Gslien$/

(Ismailis and Twelvers).

¢KS LINBaARSyidiQa FlrYAfe FyR fFNBS LI NIHa 2F GKS
Formally, the government has promotseécularism, and discussions of sectarian problems have
been banned. Howevesectarianism has been a major structural feature of the current cofiflict

Before the uprising and the ensuing civil war in 2011, the Syrian government controlled all Syrian
territory, except the Golan Heights, which were occupied by Israel in 1967. In general, there was
little violent crime such as robberies, kidnappings and murders, largely due to a strongly repressive
state with an omnipresent security service. An Islamic uggi€entred in Hama was brutally
crushed in 1982. After that, angjovernment groups were marginalised, and there was no armed
insurrection in thecountry between 1982 and 2011

1.2 The civil war: background and development

A series of protests againgte government began in March 2011, inspired by the Arab Spring

protests. The government tried to stop the protests, partly by introducing reforms intended to
O2yOSRS G(GKS LINRPGSaidSNRBRQ RSY!I yhairatteyiits td StopNthief @ {1 K N.
uprising failed, and a general breakdown in state control was felt in some rural regions and dense
outer-city slums. The main thrust of the uprising came from within the Sunni Muslim majority

4l dzy Rz ! @3 {&@NAIFQa [/ ADBAft 2 NP D2@SNYyYSyid zAO0G2NEB 2NJ CNRIT S
url, p. 40

5Based on thé.andinforeadings of the following maps: Izady, M., Syria: Ethnic composition in 2010. Atlas of the Islamic

wold and vicinity, Colombia University, 2018, Izady, M., Syria: Population density and demography, in 2012. Atlas of

the Islamic world and vicinity, Colombia University, 20, [ dzy RZ ! ®X {&8NA I Q& / AQBAf 21 NP L
Conflict?, Totalférsvarets forskningsinstitut, December 20t p. 15

6[ dzy R | ©3 { & NJhrheft¥ictdryio@Frozen TonfN?, TBtalfar&/atdts forskningsinstitut, December 2018,

url, pp. 4143

7 Lund, A., Syrien brinner. Hur revolutionen mot Assad blev ett inbordgsRILC Forlag, 2014; Seale, P. , Adaal.

struggle for the Middle East, University of California Press, 1989; Wieland C., Syria. A decade of lost chances. Repression

and revolution from Damascus spring to Arab spring, Cune, 2012

8US, CRS, Issues foetl12th Congress and Background on U.S. Sanctions, 28 Apriuéppp, 45


https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_Detailed_lg.png
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Population_Demog_lg.png
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4dc25a552.pdf
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population, with a rural and religiously conservative bent.ayifnented set of armed rebel groups
gradually emerged in the same areas, confronting the Army and the security forces.

The groups consisted almost exclusively of Sunni Muslims, thereby also adding a sectarian
dimension to the conflict. Foreign states méeidiin the conflict at an early stage, forming alliances
that largely coincided with the sectarian divisions in Syria. Sunni majority states such as Turkey,
Qatar and Saudi Arabia started arming the Stduminated rebels, while Shia forces in Iran, Iraq

and Lebanon supported the Syrian government. In line with Cold War dividing lines, the US, UK
and France sided with and assisted the rebels, while Russia and China back8gritre
government. Israel has bombed military installations in Syria on sevetakions, allegedly to
damage the military capacity of Hezbolf&h.

Since then, the civil war has gone through several phases:

- During 2012, rebel groups took control of large rural areas, several suburbs of Damascus
and the eastern half of Aleppo. In 2Q1iBe rebels captured the city of Raqqga, but the
government remained in control of the other provincial capitals and the supply lines
between most of the cities!

- In mid2012, the Syrian Army withdrew from the Ketdminated areas in the north of the
country, leaving control to the KurdishdzNR A & ( | Y 2 BKNAffiflahel Democtatddi & 6
Union Party/Partiya Yekitiya Demokrat (hereinafter referred to as PYD) and its armed wing
GKS tS2LJ SQa t NRGSOGAZ2Y ! yAlak, SASANFR.aRY t I NI &
PYD was neither allied with the rebels nor with the Syrian government, and it has been
working towards Kurdish autonomy in the areas under its control. Since 2015, the YPG
militia has been part of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) codatitjether with local
Arab and Assyrian militias, receiving military support from the US as part of the efforts to
defeat the Islamic State, also call&IL or Daesh (hereinafter I5).

- In January 2014, a new line of conflict arose between IS, on the ortk Aad other rebel
groups on the other. During 2014, IS succeeded in gaining full control of large areas in the
eastern part of the country along the Euphrates Valley and further into Iraq, while the other
rebel groups kept control of parts of Idlib anappo provinces in the norteast, some rural
areas in the soutlwest and sveral suburbs around Damascds.

- The Syrian Army gradually lost further terrain, and, in March 2015, a coalition of rebel
groups led by the aDaedaalliedgroup,al-Nusra Fronttook control of Idlib

- Ly {SLIiSYOSN)I Hnmps wdziaail Qa YAfAGFINEB AyidiSNBSy
authorities in Damascus. Russia began a sustained campaign of air strikes in support of the

S dzy R ! X {&@NAIlFQa /AGAft 2| NP D2OSNYyYSyid +A00(2NBI82NI CNRIT Sy
url, p. 17

O dzy R ! @3 {&@NAIQa /AGAt 21 N D2OSNYYSyid xAO0O0G2NE 2NJ CNRBI Sy
url, pp. 1%18, 22

11 Al Jazeera, Syria rebels capture northern Raqgga city, 5 March g0T3, | 2f €t ARIF & W®> {&NRAIF Qa Yl (d
Institute for the Study of War, June 2012]; Holliday J., The Assad regime. From counterinsurgency to civil war,

Institute for the Study of War, March 2018 T [ dzy R ! ®3X { & NA I Q& ry briF@Zeh ConflictRY> D2 GSNY Y
Totalférsvarets forskningsinstitut, December 2048, p. 18

12 Casagrande, G., The road teReiqgah: Background on the Syrian Democratic Forcdgutedor the Study of War,

22 November 2016urlx LJP mMT [dzyRZ ! &3 {&NARIFQa /AQBAft 21 NP D2@SNYyYSyi
forsknirgsinstitut, December 2018y, pp. 18, 20, 5%0

13 Lister, C., The Syrian JihadQaeda, the Islamic State and the evolution of an insurgency, Hurst & Company, 2015,

pp. 185186, 221222

Yl dzy R ! &3 {&@NAIF Q& [/ A@GAft 21 N D2@ZSNYYSyid +AO002NE 2N CNRI Sy
url, p. 20; Washington Post (Theyrian rebels take strategic town of Idlib, 28 March 2045,


https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/03/201334151942410812.html
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Syrias_MaturingInsurgency_21June2012.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/TheAssadRegime-web.pdf
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/The%20Road%20to%20ar-Raqqah%20ID.pdf
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/syrian-rebels-take-strategic-town-of-idlib/2015/03/28/59e33562-d55b-11e4-8b1e-274d670aa9c9_story.html
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Syrian government forces, which thereby graduallyhaged to reclaim areas from the rebel
groups, including the eastern districts of Aleppo in December 2016.

- Government forces backed by Russia and the SDF coabticked by US special for¢ces
gradually succeeded in defeating IS. Some areas in the marftet of Aleppo province
that had previously been under IS control were occupied by Turkish troops and Syrian rebel
militias allied withTurkey?®

- In April 2018, following a massive military operation, the government regained control of
Eastern Ghouta ostde Damascus. The rebel stronghold in Homs fell shortly afterwards
through a negotiated surrender. In June and J2OA8 southern areas in Daraa and
Qunaitra held by rebel forces were subsequently surrendered through a series of local
agreements'’

- In spring 2018Afrin, the Kurdish enclave under PYD contveds occupied by Turkes.

- In April 2019, the Syrian Army started a new offensive against Idlib, with military support
from Russia. The offensive continued through the summer of 2019, but did st e any
material changes in territorial control until August, when the army seized the city of Khan
Shaykhun, among othef8.

15[ dzy R | @I af @oMdnmentVictork @ KrézerrConflict?, Totalférsvarets forskningsinstitut, December 2018,
url, pp. 2122

B dzy RT ! @3 {&@NRF Q& / ADAt 2 liclR)XPotdlfasaBehsyorsiivighinstitut, Décenb@ 2028\J CNEB T S

url, pp. 2122
VLYGSNYFGAZ2YyFE / NAAA&A DNRdAzZI [ Saazzya TNBYNIGORSE Fe@usd Iy { G
2019,urly LI ™mT [ dzy R ! @ {&NRIQa /AQBAf 21 N®» D2@SNYyYSyid =4

December 2018yrl, p. 22
BLYGSNYFGA2YLEE / NRAA
2019,urls LI T T [ dzy RZ !
December 2018yrl, p. 22
19 Syria Direct, Khan Sheikhoun exposes the limitations of the Turkish guarantor role, 21 Augustl2019,

a
® I {&@8NRIQa /AQBAf 21 NP D2OSNYYSyid Al

DNR dzLJE {ljdzZr NAy3a GKS / ANDEtSa Ay {&NJ


https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/196-lessons-from-syria_0.pdf
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/eastern-mediterranean/syria/204-squaring-circles-syrias-north-east
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://syriadirect.org/news/khan-sheikhoun-exposes-the-limitations-of-the-turkish-guarantor-role/
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2. Territorial control

Asreportedin July2019, the governmerdippeared to havéargely consolidated its controf large

parts of the country, retaining eelatively securénold on power The rebels have lea defeated

in most places, buttill controleddlib province and neighbouring areas in the provinces of Aleppo
and Hama. An area to the nortkest along thelurkish baoder, from Afrin to Jarabulus, wsainder
military control by Syrian rebel groups allied with Turkey. The Kudtighinated SDF coalition
controlledthe north-eastern parts of the country, while US forces and an allied local rebel militia
controlledan area around Tanf, in the western part of the desert bordering Irag, Jordan and Syria.
The rest of the countryvasunder the control of the Syrian government and allied miliasof

July 2019°
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Map 2: Territorial control in Syria as of 31 July 2319

For updated information on territorial contralevelopmentsas of 21 October 201%ee the

additionalChapters.

The principal belligerents are described belaith emphasis on how they exercise control in the
respective areas. A brief description of IS is also provided, even though the organisation no longer

has territorial control of populated areas of Syrée described iSection 2.6

20 Summary by drafter of the report, NCandinfo. See Liveuamap, Syria, 31 July 2019,

For an overview of the military control situation in Syria over time, see Liveudrttap://syria.liveuamap.com/

21Edmaps.com 2019y
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2.1 Areas controlled by the government

As of August 2019, the government conkedl most of the country, including the cities of
Damascus, Aleppo, Homs and Hama, and nearly all the provincial capitals. The government also
regained control bthe entire border with Lebanon, restored limited land access to Iraq, gained
control of the southern provinces and reopened a border crossing to Jordan for commercial traffic
in October 20182

For updated information on areas controlled by the Syriaregawment as of 21 October 2018ece

Chapter6.

l'a | NBadzZ G 2F GKS 41 NE (KS NBETdLiISN S 2022y Y28Y 80 2K
instead. According to the Syrian Center for Policy Research, @lecmomic activitywas related

to smuggling, kidnappingnd arms salest2 million Syriansvere without an income, and0%

lived in poverty in 20182 Aron Lund reported in December 201Bat important central

government functions and serviceschaonetheless been maintained to a certain degree. Public

schools and hospitalsere operating, albeit with strongly reduced capacity. Other services and
functions, such as the civil registry and salary payments to state employees, carttnogerate

in governmentcontrolled areas, and partly also in SB#d areas in the norteast?*

2.1.1 Actors that maintain security and control on behalf of the government

Security and control are maintained by the police, the intelligence organisations, the Army and
pro-government militias:

- The policeare responsible for law enforcement together with the courts.

- The intelligence servicancentrate onmonitoring foropposition against the government.
The intelligence apparatus in Syria consists of four main inteligeorganisations with
overlapping areas of responsibility, all reporting directly to President Assad. Each organisation
is subdivided into a number of regional specialised branches and departments, which, among
other things, run their own detention centseand prison unit$

- The Syrian Armig comprised of professional officers and conscripts. Almost all Syrian males,
with some exceptions, have to undergo 18 months of military service. The service period
significantly increased during the course of thel eirar 2

- After the outbreak of the civil war in 2011, a number mrb-government militiaswere
established. These militias perform security enforcement services in areas loyal to the
government and take part in the fighting against agdivernment groups near the front lines.
Governments of states allied with Assaohtributed to the establisiment of these militias.
Officers from the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) trained local militias,
especially those affiliated to the National Defence Forces (NDF), an umbrella made up of
various pregovernment militias, and also helped 8t&hia militias with foreign personnel,
including from Iraq and Afghanistan. Members of the Lebanese Shia ntigmollah also
participated in the war in support of the government and also trained soldiers from other

22 Liveuamap, Map of Syrian civil war, 31 July 20tB;, [ dzy R ! @ {&NAIl Qa / AQBAf 21 NX¥P D
Conflict?, Totalférsvarets forskningsinstitut, December 20&3 p. 39

23 Australian National University, The so€iconomic impact of the crisis in Syria, 14 June 2048,

U dzy RT ! @ {&8NAI Q& / AGAf 21 NP D2OSNYYSyid +AO00G2NE 2NJ CNRIT S
url, p. 39

5 EIP, Refugee return Byria: Dangers, security risks and information scarcity, July 281pp. &y T [ dzy RZ | &% { & N
Civil War.Government W¢tory or Frozen Conflict?, Totalférsvarets forskningsinstitut, December 200.§p. 4345;

Sweden, LIFOS , Syriens sékerhetsapparat, 10 November20pp, 78, 1718

26 Norway, Landinfo, Syria: Militeertjenestennrullering, utsettelse og fritak, 14 November 2047, p. 7


https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/time/31.08.2019
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://cais.cass.anu.edu.au/news/socio-economic-impact-crisis-syria
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http://eip.org/sites/default/files/EIP%20Report%20-%20Security%20and%20Refugee%20Return%20in%20Syria%20-%20July.pdf
https://www.foi.se/rapportsammanfattning?reportNo=FOI-R--4640--SE
https://lifos.migrationsverket.se/dokument?documentSummaryId=38443
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Syria-temanotat-Militærtjeneste-innrullering-utsettelse-og-fritak-14112017.pdf

16t EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGIRORMATION REPOBFYRIA: SECURITY STTON

militias. After Russia joined thear in 2015, it took the initiative to reorganise many of the
militias under what is known as the 5th Corps, whiglsformally a branch of the Syrian Army,
but included many civilians and former militia membets.

2.1.2 Recaptured areas and reconciliaticaagreements

¢KS I20SNYYSyidQa NBOI-gdledaNdnygmdups dFrgely tddk place tr@&ghR 68 |y
local agreements between the warring parties. These agreements meant that the rebels, their

families and others who had worked for the oppositionrezgiven an opportunity to evacuate to

Idlib. Siege Watch refezd to this process as a forced transfer, as these agreements were forced

on the communities, giving rebels little choice but to evacifativilians were allowed to stay or

were forcibly movedto dedicated collection centres established by the government on
governmentcontrolled territory. Some members of the rebel militias were also given the choice

of staying. They had to undergo a clearance process known colloquidligvaist até | R @}
fS3AIFftAAS 2ySQa adlddaAavd ¢KSe& GKSy -gkderRmerni2 | INBS
militia.?°

Ly LIN} OGAOS: GKS 3F20SNYyYSyiQa GAOG2NASAE 2y (GKS ¢
Homs and southern provinces in spring and summer 2@fi8td a considerable reduction in

warfare and violence in governmenbntrolled parts of the countripy autumn 2018 Data from

organisations that count the number of conflielated incidents and fatalities also confirm the

reduction in violence from aumn 2018 (see Chapt8c5).

2.1.3Conflicts between pregovernment militias

Many Syria observerseported that pro-government militiasare a potentially destabilising

element thatcould underminesecurity and government control. The militia leaders have become

powerful figures in the political landscape, and cannot just be reméV¥&thany of the militias

have been deeply involved in criminal activity, including kidnapping for ransom, looting and
NF2NXIt GFEEFGAZ2Y 2F GNIRS o6& RS®FyRAY3 WLINRGSOGA

Therewere also armed clashes between militia groups fighting for control over this lucrative
business. For example, the militias prevented #hablisation of Aleppo after the garnment
recaptured parts of the city held by the opposition in December 2016. In the ensuing period, local
pro-government militias were involved in kidnappings and street fighting among themselves. The

2Z7YKF RR2dz2NE Yo {GNBy3adK Ay 2S8F1ySaay ¢KS {&NARlyYy FN¥eQa 00
2016,z LJ® ¢T YKIFRR2dZNE Yo I {&8NRI Qa ¢NRdzof Saz20Nomdyf AGAlF&AZ /|

Landinfo, Syria: Regimelojale militser, 2 November 2047 [dzy R ! @ {&NARI Q& /AGAf 21 N¥P D2
Conflict?, Totalforsvarets forskningsinstitut, December 2QiB,pp. 4749; AtMasri, A., Analysis: The fifth Corps and

the state of the Syrian Army, Syria Deeply, 11 January 217,

BfAS83S8 2 G0OKZ CAYlFf wSLRNI® hdzi 2F {AIKGIrl,pi 2F aAyRY ¢KS

21 R SKZI C® yR CIF@ASNE ! o3 ¢ 2Ol -btartéiFoO gegcébuilingl Eufogegh | ANBSY Sy
University Institute, 1 June 201, pp. kc T 5F Af & . Sl ad 0¢KSOI {&NRI Q& ANHzSt WNBO2
Jabassini, A., From Insurgents to Soldiers: The Fifth Assapk Bobaraa, Southern Syria, Middle East Directions,

European University Institute, 14 May 2018l, pp. 1k13; International Crisis Group, Less@sl2 Y G KS {&@NRAR Ly { G |
Return to the South, Middle East Report N°196, 25 February 2019p. 1¢;11

30 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent Internationain@ssion of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab

Republic, 31 January 2018/, para. 4

BWSY{1AYAaZ . @d adI OHAMNOY ¢KS ReEYlFIYADE 2 (ENWNIKQRROHMEL YHE
Troublesome Militias, Carnegie Middle East Center, 5 November 2018, [ dzy R ! ®X {&NRI Qa / AGAft 2
Victory or Frozen Conflict?, Totalférsvarets forskningsinstitut, December 2018, 49

2] dzy R | @3 { & NR | Q¥ictary/ordrioten Cohfliip, T@eaHids8ads 16Skifigsinstitut, December 2018,

url, pp. 4950


https://carnegieendowment.org/files/ACMR_Khaddour.pdf
https://carnegie-mec.org/diwan/77635
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president eventually sent the head of one of the itiggince services to Aleppo to resolve the
situation, which reduced the problem without making it disappear compléfely.

arAftAdAlLa Ay GKS OAGe IINB atAaftf | GddirgRP a2 T Ay T
August 2019article from the Syria Obseer.®* Similarly, desert areas further east that the
government recaptured from IS in 20Were plagued by checkpoint extortion and clashes

between militias®® In some places in Homs, Hama and Aleppo provinces, clashes between militias
escalated into exchamg of machine gun fire and the use of RPG rocket launchers, resulting in

civilian casualtie®®

Moreover, the fact that the closest allies of the government, Russia and Iran, have conflicting
agendas and interests in Syria,dna destabilising effect on #hsituation. Iran exedd great

influence on some of the militias, especially those affiliated to the National Defence Forces (NDF)
andwas working to ensure that these militias remadrelatively independent of the government

and tied to Iran. Russidjowever, is primarily interested in stability and ensuring that the
government has a monopoly of violence, and made efforts to incorporate the militia groups in
formal branches of the Syrian Army. This rivid/on several occasions to armed confrontations
between army branches and militias loyal to Iran and Russia, respectively.

¢KS I2@GSNYyYSyiQa LINBTFSNNBR aiN}idiS3e KIFra o0SSy i
while alsokeeping control by pitting different militia leaders against each ofighe government

made active efforts to keep the militias under control arekp themRS LISY RSy i 2y GKS
central command and supply lines. Accordingtwia analyst Arohund:

Ws effective as they may be on the battlefield, they depend oroffieial military

YR 20KSNJ AyadAddziaAzyaz 2N 2y FAIdzZNBE Ay |
ammunition, security clearances, air support, heavy weapons, hospital care,
GSGSNIyaQ o0SySTAGaz SGOSGSNIT emanl RRAGAZY S
embedded in the prevailing orde®

2.2 The northeast¢ Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)

Since 20121 KS YdzZNRAAK 5SY2O0ON} 0AO ! yA2y t I NIeé& o6t , 50 |
Units (YPGWere in control of several areas in the north of Syria, along the Turkish border. PYD

and YPGvere closely affiliatedvith the TurkishKurdish PKK guerrillas, and pursue a socialist,
secularist and feminist agenda based on the ideas of PKK founder Abdullah Ocalavesiaiho
LINR&2Y Ay ¢dzNJ Sé o t  waddascribed ayisyna arlyst Ao @BwsE y O S
authoritarian, and public criticismwas suppressed. PYDiddnot seek secession from Syria but

worked toward selfrule and federalism?

B[ dzy RZ | & {&@8NAIF Q& [/ AGAEt 21 NP DB@Stigrskbingsinstitul DedenbeB208BNJ CNR T S
url, pp. 4950

34 Syrian Observer (The), Aleppo: Tension between Russia and Iran escalates in the markets, 7 Augukt 2019,
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url, p. 50

36 Denmark, DIS, DRC, Syria. Security Situation in Damascus. Province and Issues Regarding Return to Syria, February
2019,url, p. 10

37 ARJabassini, A., From Insurgents to Soldiers: The Fifth Assault Corps in Daraa, Southern Syria, Middle East Directions,
European University Institute, 14 May 2018, p. 7
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Since 2015, the YPG miditvasreported to bepart of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) together
with local Arab and Assyrian militia groups. 82F dominated by PYD and YPG. &Bd-neither

in alliance with the Syrian opposition nor the government, butvds nevertheless largely
dependent on theSyriangovernment, which funed certain state institutions in the area andiga
salaries to state employees. The government also maintained control over parts of the city of
Qamishli in the nortkeast includingthe airport outside the cityand a limited security presence

in the city of Hasak&.According to reportérom September 2018, the airport had regultights

to and from Damasctfé

PYD originally had controlzerthree different enclaves with a Kurdish majoritygadation: Afrin

in the northwest, and Kobane and Jazira (Hasakah province) in the-easti® Between 2014

and 2017, IS took control of large parts of these areas, but was eventually pushed out by SDF,
helped by the U%ed Global Coalition Against Dae$he coalition contributed in the form of aerial
support, in addition to deploying US soldiers to the dfe&s 0f31 July2019, SDF contrigld nearly

all territory north-east of the Euphrates River, including Hasakah province and parts of the Deir
ezZor, Ragga and Alepgmvernoratesas well as the areas around Manbij and Tabga soubt

of the Euphrateg®

TheSDF previously also controlled Afrin in the nestbst, but almost all of this area was occupied

by Turkey and allied Syrian militiashtarch 2018 (sesection 3.3. The US backing of Sh&sa

difficult political balancing act, as Turkey, a NATO ally, rege®®F as the extended arm of its

arch enemy the PKK* Turkey wangd to remove SDF from its southern border and repeatedly

threatened to intervene in nortkeast Syria. On several occasions, Turkey also launched missiles

across the border and bombed targets in $iek areas. The US oppaka Turkish intervention

butwasb2 { SNAY 3 | WaSOdzNRGe 1 2 Sadtime Margber, Brésiflentd 2 NR S NJ 4
Trump hasrepeatedly announced that US forces will withdraw from 8BIE areas’ On this

point, for information onUS withdrawaR S @St 2 LIYSy G a NB I RNy 2 yi K&K SWa & B4
that occurred in October 2019, sé€thapter 6

Parts of SDReld areas especially the southern part along the Euphrates, are predominantly
inhabited byArab tribes, and support for the Kurdish PYD has naliticmally been widespread
there. SDF attempmtd to rule with support from local tribal leaders, byroblems have still
occurred Many people in the tribal areaseld SDF responsible for the lack of services and
reconstruction, andor arbitrary arrests irtonnection with the fight against IS. The conflict caused
some tribal leaders to seek alternative alliances with the government or evéd&ried out a
number of attacks in the area with the help of underground cétfisludingtwo relatively large
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42 SANA, Awda tashghil-emhalat aljawiya bayn matari Dimashq wagamishli bad inhisar alsifa alghbariya [Flights

between Damascus and Qamishli resumed after the passing of the sand storm], 14 Septembarl2018,

43 HRW, Under Kurdish rule. Abuses in fifDenclaves of Syria, June 20L4d, p. 1. The YPG militia is also present in

Shaykh Magsud suburb in Aleppo cithese the majority population is Kurdish. It also holds the area around Tel Rifaat

north-west of the city. In both places, security is coordinated with the Syrian Army. Tel Rifaat was the only part of the
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attacks in Manbij in January 2019. The two latter attacks, a bomb explosion and an armed attack,
killed several dozepeople including SDF soldiers and four US servicemen (seseatson 6.3.4

For updated information on thesecurity situation and territorial controlin Kurdish controlled
north-east Syrias of 230ctober 2019seeChapters.

2.3 Turkishoccupied areas

Local Syrian militia groups allied with Turkesre reported tocontrol an area in the north of Syria

on the Turkish border between the cities ofBdb, Jarabulus and Azaz. Turkey intervened in Syria

AY Hnamc Ay |y 2LINIGA2Yy OFff SR ISWaddardssNg G Sa { K
cooperation wih rebel militias that had controlled the area around Azaz north of Aleppo for a
prolonged period. In March 2018, Turkey and the local militias attacked, Afgat of the

Euphrates Shield area. Up until then, Afrin had been held by PYD. Around half the population,
primarily Kurds, fled to areas controlled by SDF or the governfiergns of thousandare

reported to havereturned, but many of them found that thiehomes had either been looted or

taken over by Syrian rebel militias and their famifi®g.5 CQa& f SIF RSNBR KAL) @2 6 SR
and launched an armed revolt in Afrin after the Turkish occupation.

Turkey appeard to be planning a permanent occupation of the area. Turkish authorities helped

local Syrian partners to set up local councils affiliated to the Syrian Interim Government, based in
Gaziantep in Turkey. Salaries for rebel soldiers, local police forces adicpservantswvere

funded by Turkey. In the Euphrates Shield area, Turkeshtaught in schools and new ID cards

weNB fAYy1SR (G2 ¢dzNJ Sé Qa waPeliddabth Tiurkish §ind NBbREA &4 G NB @ ¢ K

The local Syrian militiagere in opposition taboth the government in Damascus and to SDF but
are banned by Turkey from attacking targets outside the Tutésupied zone. The militiase
described asproblematic allies for Turkey, as they demonstihtpoor discipline and are
constantly clashing witeach other?® Arbitrary arrests, kidnapping for ransom and pillagiveye
reportedto be widespread. The lack of a centralised judicial systenentdifficult for the civilian
population to address conflicts that @se. Local armed militia®dight amongt themselves for
control, and the areaawa series otarbombings. The agricultural land in Afvirs littered with
landmines and explosive remnarits.

2.4 |dlib

Idlib is described by sources asetlast rebel stronghold in Syfialn this report, the area is
referred to as Idlib for the sake of simplicity, but it also includes neighbouring areas in the
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provinces of Aleppo, Hama and Latakia. Idlib borders on Turkey and Toekighied Afrin in the
north and is otherwise surrounddaly areas controlled by the governmetit.

The area has an estimated population26 million people®” As of March 2019, ore than 11
million were internally displaced persoritDPsf® For years, Idlib has been a refuge for Syrians
fleeing the governmentFrom and including 2014, the other rededld areas surrendered one
after another. Rebel soldiers who refused to accept the government, or who were considered
unacceptable for reconciliation by the Syrian security serviaese shipped by bus to Idlib
together with their spouses and childréhThe UN descritzkldlib asxtremely vulnerabl@with
two-thirds of the population in need of humanitarian assistaffte.

Acoording to[ dzy RQ& NBdciEmidr 20T8)lib Was controlled by a number of different
militias, but the dominant groupwas the jihadist organisatignl | € Q| ¢ShatNINTS), | €
formerly known as the alusra Front. The dllusra Froniwvas part of the internationalleQaeda
network. HTS officially denied being partabQaeda butvas nonetheless aksified as a terrorist
organisation by the UN, the US, EU and Turkey, among others. HTS ledratategically
important areas such as the city of Idlib and the BaHalva border crossing to Turkey, the most
important supply line into the are.

Theother militias in Idlib can be categorised in two groups. One group consists of militias allied
with Turkey, grouped together in the National Liberation Front. The other consists of jihadist
organisations, including Hurras-&xn, which pledge loyalty to al-Qaeda, and Ansar -dtawhid,
whichhas allegedly triedo recruit IS members from areas formerly held b$?IS.

HTS refused to cooperate with the civilian Syrian opposition, in other words the Fhdadkhd

Syrian Interim Government, and has insteast ap its own administration called the Syrian
Salvation Government. Turkey has continued to push for the dissolution of HTS, arguing that it is
the only way to avoid an attack by the government, but HTS has resisted so far. At the same time,
HTS has estdibhed a pragmatic relationship with Turkey, hoping that limited Turkish influence
over Idlib will help to prevent attacks by the government and its allies, Russia artd Iran.

After a series of trilateral meetings between Russia, Turkey and Iran in Asit@neapital of

YFET 1 KadlIy:Z LRtXaOskta (RSOt I BREBQF AWREFE wamTd . §
May 2018, Turkey established twelve military observation posts along the front line between Idlib

and the governmentontrolled areas. This was paof the deescalation agreement and in
FaANBSYSyid gAGK 1 ¢{d Ly {SLISYOSNI Hamys GKS W ail
zone around Idlib, to be patrolled by Turkish soldiers on the Idlib side and Russian soldiers on the
government side. Thagreement was backed by the Syrian government and Iran. TeaKist
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militias in Idlib also backed the agreement, while HTS maintained an ambivalent position. It was
unwilling to officially endorse the agreement, but did not oppose the Turkish miliggriogment
either®*

The Sochi agreement of September 2018 calmed the situation along the front line with the
governmentcontrolled areas for a period. The situation in the border areas between Idlib and the
governmentcontrolled areas was nonetheless unsithroughout the winter of 2018/2019, with
several clashes in the buffer zone and air raids carried out by the government on civilian areas in
Idlib.5®

In early May 2019, the government launched a lasgele attack against the southern parts of
Idlib ard northern Hama. Intensive fighting, including artillery fire and air strikes by Syrian and
Russian fighteplanes persisted throughout the summer, but did not result in any material
changes in territorial control until August, when the government seilzectity of Kharshaykhun,
among others® By midJuly, approximately 45000 people had fled the affected areas and
headed north as a result of the warfare, and at least 450 civilians hadrepented killed as of

26 July2019°%”

2.5 Tanf

The Tanf bordecrossing is in the desert in the eastern part of Syria, on the main road between
Damascus and Baghdad, close to théotnider area between Syria, Iraq and Jordan. US and allied
forces from the Global Coalition Against Daesh have controlled the area2€ih6€?

As of December 2018he coalitionreportedly patrolleda 55km-wide buffer zone around the
border station together with the rebel militia Maghawir-8hawra Sporadic attacks by pro
government forces have been repelled by coalition aitkes and artillery fire. For the US, the
occupation of Tanf was originally part of the war against IS. However, the government forces and
their allies graduallgtartedto take control of the remaining parts of the desert and the inhabited
areas further noth along the Euphrates River. Tanf and the buffer zone thus became surrounded
by government forces and thereby lost their importance in the fight against IS. US officials
describal the occupation of the area as a way of preventing the reopening of théndzak
Damascus road, in order thwart Iranian access to Syria and Lebafbn.

The Tanf border crossing and the surrounding areas are in a desolate desert area and contain no
ordinary settlements except the nearby Rukban refugee camp. The camp houses internally
displaced Syrians who have been denied entry to Jordan. Rukban is barttex between Syria

and Jordan within the 58m-wide buffer zone, but the coalition forcémvesteered clear of the
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camp, which is dominated by rebel militias, including Mughawiitelwra, and armed clans. As of
April 2018, between 3000 and 5®M00 peple were confined in the camf.

Sources reported thathie delivery of humaitarian supplies to the camp hdmen difficult at

times, and a lack of food and fuel supplies has been repdttedspring 2019, Russia established

humanitarian corridors that no f SR a2YS 2F GKS OF YLIQ& NBaARSYy
governmentcontrolled areas? According to UN reporting frordl July 2019, more than 1000

people had left Rukbaf?.

2.6 Islamic State

In 2017 and 2018, IS lost almost all its territory in Iraq andaShut maintained control over a

small area called Baghuz near Albu Kamal in the eastern part of Béar gmovince’® In April

2019, SDF managed to seize this last IS stronghold. Fighting in the months leading up to the
takeover meant that several teng thousands of people were displaced and confined in makeshift
camps without sufficient access to health services, food and clean Watareover, air strikes

by the USed coalition to support SDF forces on the ground reportedly led to an increase in the
number of civilian casualties ingrsame period (winter 2018/19%

L{ KIFa &dzaSldsSyifantizANA SR R2OAIa AISYBND 2 YKYKHE T
underground cells in SBifeld areas in Deir ezor, Ragga and Manbij (Alepgovernoratg during

the first months of 2019’ In addition, IS carried out a string of coordinated attacks on several
Druze villages in Sweida in southern Syria on 25 July 2018. IS members went door to door, killing
civilian men, women and childrethen they went tothe city of Sweida ad carried out a suicide

attack that killed at least 200 civilians. In the aftermath, the government launched a counter
offensive to drive IS out of the-8lafa plateau in the eastern Badia desert. The offensive officially
ended on 19 Novembe20187 However, locals claim that the Islamic State has returned to the
area. Local Druze factions in east&weidaencountered Islamic State fighters whilgositing the

area in March 2019

Although IS has lost all its territories in Syria, the orgditn is still considered a threat because

of its extensive experience as an underground movement and its capacity to continue launching
attacks. Moreover, political instability in both Syria and Iraq can provide fertile ground for a new
flourishing of theterrorist organisatior®
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In Deir ezZor the majority of the population are organised in trikeasd SDF has entered into
reconciliation agreements with tribeallowing imprisonedformer IS memberdo be granted
amnesty and releasetHowever some tribes hve felt threatenedyy ISto strike deals allowing IS

to operate more or less freely in their tribal area in exchange for a guarantee that tribe members
will not be attacked*

Updated information on ISIL activity following the October 2019 Turkish offeirgo northeast
Syria is available @hapters.
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3. Intensity and distribution of violence

This chapter presents data from organisations that endeavour to document and quantify violent
incidents of different types and the number of casualties as a result of cerdlated violence in
Syria. The number of violent incidents and casualties agsm@el to be important indicators of

the intensity of the violence.

No complete overview is available of the number of violent incidents or condliated deaths,

but several local organisations and some international academic institutions are endeaytmurin

register and count the number of incidents. The figures presented by the different organisations

vary due to a range of factordMainly, tis is relatedo the fact that they use slightly different
YSGK2R& yR 0SOl dza S (K SccesdtB ihfgfrhadidn in Miffeyest @artd NS & Sy O S
Syria vary. It can also be difficult to distinguish civilian casualties from military ones or to know

exactly who is responsible for the different violent incidefits.

[ FYRAYT2Qa NBOASg 2fferent dtg@nisdiany Roheyhalgss SROM® thfat theK S R A
figures are relatively consistent in the sense that they show the same geographical differences and

the same tendencies over time. Despite shortcomings in the data, they nevertheless give a good
indicationof the security situation in different parts of the country and how it has changed over

time.

The figures presented show two main trends. Firstly, they show a downward trend in the level of
violence in the country as a whole. The number of violent indgland conflictrelated deaths

was far lower in 2018 than earlier in the conflict. The downward trend continued in 2019.
Secondly, the data show great variation between different areas. There were relatively few acts
of violence in parts of the governmenbntrolled areas, including the capital of Damascus, the
southern provinces and the coastal areas north of Lebanon, in the first half of 2019, and a marked
decrease from the year before. This can largely be explained by the government recapturing areas
around Damascus and in the south, thereby ending the military campaign in this part of the
country.

In other parts of the country, the situation is the opposite. Areas near the active front lines around
Idlib saw many violent incidents and ongoing warfar@®19. The number of violent incidents
were also high internally in Idlib, in Turkisbcupied areas and in SIBEId areas, relative to
central areas controlled by the government.

3.1 Number of violent incidents

Landinfo assesskethat available statistis show a steady decrease in the number of violent
incidents per month for the country seen as a whlEigures from the International NGO Safety
Organisation (INSO), an organisation dedicated to maintaining the safety of aid workers in conflict
areas, shw, for example, a marked decrease in violent incidents in 2018. The total number of
security incidents registered by INSO in 2018 waS7®F* Graphing incidents across the year

82demrod, A., Counting undeAfNBY G KS dzyG2f R aidi2NB 2F {&8NAI Q& Oladza fidie RIGI
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major incidents, such as bomb explosions, and less serious incidents, such as demonstrations. INSO, Syrian Arab

Republic. Context Analysis, n.dul
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2018 started with around @00 incidents per month in January, February anadiaafter which
the figure gradually decreased to aroun&Q@o0 incidents from August to Decemiger.

The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) collects data on violent incidents in
Syria, coding each incident with the time and place, typei@gént incident, the parties involved
and the number of fatalities. The information is collected in a database that is openly accessible,

searchable and kept continuously up to date. ACLED has data on Syria going back to 1 January

2017. The data primayilcome from secondary sources such as media reports. In addition, since
April 2019, ACLED has incorporated data from the Syrian Network for Human Rights, Airwars and
an additional undisclosed local partrfér.

Figures from ACLED show a reduction in the remalb violent incidents through 2018, followed

by an increase in summer 2019. ACLED classifies violent incidents in the following categories
O6WSQPSy Ul GeLiSaqQuy

battles

violence against civilians

explosions/remote violence

riots

protests

 strategic developmerst’

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

When comparing available data on the ACLED dashboard for Syria, it appears that
Wlosions/remote violenc@vhich includes artillery fire and air strikes, is the category with the
highest number of individual incidents by far. The figure varied from month to month, but
remained relatively high through 2017, with two peaks dQD individual incidents in Janyar

2017 and almost P00 in January 2018. The figure gradually decreased to 450 in October 2018
and then increased again to betweer2®0 and 1350 per month irthe period MayJuly 2019.
Almost all the incidents in May and July 2019 took place in Hamaddibdptovinces and can
thereby be linked to the ongoing government offensive in the area $segon 3.3).

Battles (armed clashe€)s the category with the second most registered incidents. Here, the
figure decreasedtom 900 in January 2017 to fewer than 200 in August 2018. The monthly figure
has since fluctuated between 100 and 480.

3.2 Number of conflictrelated deaths

Lookingat the number of conflictelated deathslandinfo assessthat the situation is largely
the same as with violent incidents. Available statistics show a steady decrease in the number of
fatalitiesper month for the country as a whofé.

Many international monitoring groups have given up on providing detailed estimzitebe
number of fatalities because of the complexity of the situation and lack of access thdirdt
information® The UN stopped publishing statistics on confledated deaths in 2014tatingthat

it was no longer possible to arrive at accurate fegu The final estimate from 2016, partly based
2y ''bQa 2g¢y aidl GA a0do Thday, mdsRinMernationalreZpexéate that then n
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86 ACLED, Methodology overview, 10 April 20i9, ACLED, Press Release: ACLED integrates new partner data on the
war in Syria, 5 April 2018rl
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number of fatalities in Syria since the war broke out in 2011 until the present is somewhere around
500000 or hgher, butindicate thatthese are very rough estimatés.

There are several Syrian organisations that still attempt to keep count, however, the figures vary
between organisationsAs mentioned above, this is related to the fact thatdberganisations
have varying methods, ground presence, and access to inform&tion

One of the organisations still attempting to document and count the number of congliated

deaths is the Violations Documentation Center in Syria (VDC). The VDC was started by Syrian

human rights activists in 2011, shortly after the insurgency broke®dttK S OSy G4 NBE Q& F A 3 dzN
presented here becauskeandinfoconsides them to be relatively reliable due to their rigorous

methodology, and because their numbers are conservative compaitbdother organisations?

Another reason for using VDC is that their database contailtg of information about each

deceased persorincludingwhere and when they diedtatus as civilian or nortivilian, cause of

death andalleged responsible partg KS +5/ Q& RIFGF FNB | @FAflFo6tS 2yt
This makes it possible to extract data for specific provinces and periods of time. At the time of

writing, the database contains data up until 31 May 2819.

The VDC has registered approximateép 000 fatalities from the time the conflict started in 2011

until May 2019. As mentioned, these are deaths that the VDC has been able to document with a
fair amount of certainty. The actual figure far highet as mentioned Of 166000 registered
fatalities, approximately 11800 of the victims were defined as civilians ando®® as military
combatants The number of deaths increased from just undéd0® in 2011 to 3&00 in 2012,
peaking at more than 4000 in 2013. The number has subsequently de@da®ar by year, with

27 000 fatalities in 2014, 1800 in 2015, 1500 in 2016, 1D00 in 2017 and B00 in 2018. For

the first five months of 2019, the registered number of fatalities wa@3Q. Examiningcivilian
casualties in isolation, the number peak already in 2012, at 3000. The number has
subsequently decreased year by yé&ar.

ACLED has registered approximateyp80 conflictrelated deaths in Syria between January 2017
and February 2019, 2800 of whom were civilians. The numberfatalitieswas almost halved
from 2017 to 2018 and continued to decrease in the first two months of 20A€LED notes that

AGa RFEGEFE 2yfeé WAyOfdmRSa OAGAtAlIYya 1AfESR Fa | N
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attributesa count oV mdeddhstosS @3Sy 1da ¢ KSNB I NBLR2 NI adldsSa aGkKI G

or an unknown number of deaths are report&d.

91 SOHR, More than 570 thousand people were killed on the Syrian territory within 8 years of revolution demanding

freedom, democracy, justice, and equality, 15 March 20, bSg , 2NJ] ¢AYSa O6¢KSOX 1246 {&NRI
the fog of war, 13 April 20181

92 New Humanitarian (The), Counting under fileK S dzy i 2t R & 2NB 2F {&NAwlQa Ol adz t e RI
9 New Humanitarian (The), Counting under fire: the untold stofy o{ @ NA I Q& Ol adz f @& VRE, G = HT hO
Our methodology, n.durl

94The VDC has recruited a network of human rights activists and media activists who collect information about conflict
NBfIFiSR RSFHiIKad LG Ffaz O02tftS80Ga AyF2N¥IGAZ2Y FTNBY Kz2aLRAdl
institutions. The dta are then compared with and cresbecked against available video recordings and images from

conflict events before being entered in the VDC database. The data are verified further and updated as new information

becomes available. VDC, Our methodology,, url

9 VDC, Killed, n.dl

9%VDC, Killed, n.dyl

97 ACLED, Press release: Even as overall violence drops, civilians face record threats in Syria, 22 Marich 2019,

9% AQ.ED, Press release: Even as overall violence drops, civilians face record threats in Syria, 22 Marth 2019,
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http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=120851
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/13/world/middleeast/syria-death-toll.html
http://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2015/10/27/counting-under-fire-untold-story-syria-s-casualty-data
http://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2015/10/27/counting-under-fire-untold-story-syria-s-casualty-data
http://vdc-sy.net/our-methodology/
http://vdc-sy.net/our-methodology/
http://www.vdc-sy.info/index.php/en/martyrs
http://www.vdc-sy.info/index.php/en/martyrs
https://www.acleddata.com/2019/03/22/press-release-even-as-overall-violence-drops-civilians-face-record-threats-in-syria/
https://www.acleddata.com/2019/03/22/press-release-even-as-overall-violence-drops-civilians-face-record-threats-in-syria/
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Uppsala Conflict Data Program (UCDP) at Uppdalaersity has registered 3400 conflict

related deaths in Syria since the conflict started in 2011. The peak years were 2013 and 2014, with
more than 70000 fatalities per year, followed by a gradual decrease to und€0BCfatalities in

2018. The UCDd»llects data on conflict events resulting in deaths through automatic searches in

a variety of news medig°

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR) reports a total 606 f@talities since the

conflict started but does not present statistidsat allow figures for individual months or years to

be extracted. According to SOHR, the total figure include®Q@@Zivilians, of whom 2000were

children, 64000were members of antgovernment and Kurdish militias, 880were government

soldiers andnembers of pregovernment militias, and 68600were members of Islamist militias.

SOHR statesthat88nn LIS2 L S KI @S 0SSy (1AffSR Ay (GKS 3I2¢
detention. They also estimate a further 1@MO casualties that they havieeen unable to

document?0?

The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) has registered a totalffi®2i¥ilian fatalities up
until March 2019. The highest number was registered in 2012, with more th&@®®@ivilian
deaths, followed by a gradual decrea® 30000 in 2014 and less than 000 in 2018. Most were
killed by Syrian government forc&¥.

The Syrian Center for Statistics and Research (SCSR) has registered a tota0D06ffagdities, of
whom 166000were civilians. SCSR registered the higmeshber in August 2012, with just under

5 000 fatalities in one month, followed by a gradual reduction. For the first five months of 2019,
the average number of registered fatalities was about 300 per mdrathdinfo assesses thdtdir

data collection mdtod is not well explained, however, and information is lacking about where in
Syria each person was kill&d.

3.3 Which areas were most affected by violence in 2018 and 20197

Landinfo assessethat the figures presentedinder Section 3.2give the impression that the
security situation has improved, given that the number of violent incidents and cerdlated
deaths has decreased consideralbipwever, his conceals the fact that there are great variations
between differen parts of the country®*

In the VDC database, it is possible to search for deaths in specific provinces. The skarelns
Landinfo for this reporteveal great variations between the provinces. The highest number of
conflictrelated deaths in 2018 was registered in Rif Dimashq province, with a total of more than
2 800 fatalities. Rif Dimashg completely surrounds the city of Damascus, which israteepa
provincel®

Landinfo assesskthat the high numbers in Rif Dimashq can be explained by the fact that, in spring
2018, the government launched the offensive that led to the recapture of the suburbs east of
Damascus, in Rif Dimashg. In June 2018, thvemonent had regained control and the fighting

YSyliAzya VYl aatundadbfilgoTatalitiesis$c€drddek Ifitheye is no reference made to fatalities in the
NBLR2NIZ 2NJ AT AdG Aa dzyOf SINJ 6 KSGKSNI FlLidlFrftAGASa 200dzNNBR
RSTAYAGAZ2YS YSIya WayedzNREa t A RS ANINKEANBORINSESBNDE G A2y 2
methodology used by ACLED, see: ACLED, ACLED Codebook (2019), 10 Aptili2CBi9,

100yYCDP, Syria, Uppsala University,,ud

101 SOHR, More than 570 thousand people were killed on the Syrian territory within 8 years of revolution demanding
freedom, democracy, justice, and equality, 15 March 2B,

102SNHR, Toll of civilian victims killed in Syria from March 2011 to January 2019/ n.d.,

103SCSR, SyngSince march 2011, n.dugl

104NO-Landinfo drafter assessment

105 Englishlanguage sources often refer to Rif Dimashdpasmascus suburb¥DC, Killed, n.dirl
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http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=120851
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https://csr-sy.org/?id=607&sons=redirect&l=1&
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ceased. This is reflected in the VDC statistftBor examplepf the 2800 fatalities registered in

Rif Dimashq in 2018, almost all died in the first six months of the year. Only 174 deaths were
registered inthe province in the second half of the y¢dfINSO also links the marked fall in the
number of conflict events in 2018 to the government regaining control of the entire Damascus
area and the southern provincé%

According to VDQ4dlib had the second hirgest figure in 2018, with more than(DO fatalities. Idlib

province has also seen ongoing warfare, including Syrian and Russian air raids in 2018067 the 1
NEIAZGSNBR FlLaFrtAGASAE AY LREAOG AY HAMQ ITZAMISE DI dza
many as 466. The rebkeld areas in Idlib also include parts of Hama, Aleppo and Latakia

provinces. In these provinces, 429 (Hama), 723 (Aleppo) and 54 (Latakia) -celafled deaths

wereregistered in 2018% Landinfo assessihat based on ts information,at least some of the

deaths registered in these provinces were individuals who were in Hedddl areas or near the

front lines1©

For this report, Landiof lookedat the figures for the first five months of 2019, find great
variations between the provincetioweverldlib now comes out on top, while the figures for Rif
Dimashg are far lower than the year befdféThe VDC only registered 14 conflietated deaths

in Rif Dimashqg and 13 in the city of Damascus betweamndaly and 31 May 2019. There were

no registered conflictelated deaths in Tartus or Sweida in the same period, tmige in
Quneitra,threein Latakia and 18 in Darad& By then, the government had regained control of the
suburbs around Damascus and tbeuthern parts of the country, and the fighting had ceased.
Tartus has been controlled by the government throughout the civil war and has been spared from
direct warfare in recent yeard® Only 61 conflictelated deaths in total were registereay VDC

in the province during the period 20¢301814

In the period JanuagMay 2019, 209 deaths were registered in Idlib, 111 in Aleppo and 248 in
Hama!'*This must be seen in conjunction with the unrest along the front lines with the-tesé|

area in Idlib and nghbouring areas in Han& In Deir ezZor, 140 deaths were registeréul the

same period!’ This area had active IS cells that were responsible for several attacks on
government forces?!®

The figures presented by ACLED show a corresponding ‘feimdRif Dinashq, the number of

registered violent incidents decreased from more than 500 in February 2018 to 67 in May 2018.
l3FAYS GKS 32@08SNYYSyiuQa 2FFSyair@dsS |3FLAyad GKS a
decrease. The southern provinces show the same edesing trend in the number of violent

incidents after the government regained control of these provinces in spring and summer 2018.

Daraa had 450 registered incidents in June 2018, while the figure from September 2018 to April

2019 has been between 10 a®® per month. A corresponding trend and strong reduction are

also found in Quneitra, the city of Damascus and Homs after the spring of2018.

106 NO-Landinfo drafter assessment

107vDC, Killed, n.dyl

108|NSO, Syrian Arab Republic. Context Analysisunld.,

109VDC, Killed, n.dyl

110NO-Landinfo drafter assessment

11INO-Landinfo drafter assessment

112V/DC, Killed, n.dyl

113NO-Landinfo drafter assessment

114VDC, Killed, n.dyl

115VvDC, Killed, n.dyl

116 NO-Landinfo drafter assessment

117VDC, Killed, n.dyl

118 Cater Center (The), Weekly conflict summary.(131 July 2019, 2019y, pp. 56
119NO-Landinfo drafter assessment

120NO-Landinfo drafter assessment based on ACLED, Dashboardyrh.d.,
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ACLED also produces maps of Syria that show territorial control. The most recent map reflects the
situation durirg the period AprdJune 2019? The maps are based on data collected by ACLED on
violent incidents broken down by sudistricts1?20n the maps, each sutistrict has been assigned

a colour code to show which party is in contt&l.Some suklistricts are codedhs disputed
(coloured black). These are areas in which none of the belligerents has full ¢éhtrol.

Map 3:2"d Quarter of 2019 (Aprlune) control map of Syri@ ACLEB®

For each group, the colour codes also indicate whether thedéstinict iscoded| dacti#more
than ten violent incidents registered in the past six months) or inactive (fewer than ten violent

1221 The map can be retrieved hevel

122 For administrative purposes, Syria is divided into fourteen provinces or governoratdsmfaza,pl. muhafazaj,

sixty districts hintaqga, pl. manatig) and more thartwo hundred sukdistricts fahiya pl. nawah).

123 A specific group is deemed to have territorial control in a specifiedssthict if 1) collected data on violent incidents
show that it has taken control of most of the populated areas in thediatrict, 2) if it is the dominant group in the sub
district based on its activities (registered violent incidents), or 3) if a specific group has had military control @f the su
district for a prolonged period and has not been actively challenged. ACLED, M&ppitayial Control, Contestation,

and Activity in Syria, March 201

124|n contested suldistricts, none of the three criteria for clashg a subprovince as being under the control of a
specific group are met. ACLED, Mapping Territorial Control, Contestation, and Activity in Syria, Marah 2019,
125Muaz, A. and Grinstead, N., The State of Syria April June 2019, ACLED, © 2019 ACLED All rights reserved. Used with
permission from ACLED, n.dt|
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https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/02/SyriaMapReport_Version2_Final.pdf
https://www.acleddata.com/2019/07/12/state-of-syria-april-june-2019/






































































