
Latest asylum trends and main countries of origin  

1. Number of applicants for international protection in EU+1 
Monthly trend of asylum applicants, January 2013 to November 2014 

 
The share of repeated applicants is the proportion of the total number of applicants for international protection. The share of UAM (unaccompanied minors) 

represents the proportion of asylum applicants claiming to be below the age of 18 years in the total number of applicants. It is important to emphasise that 

this term ‘unaccompanied minor’ here refers to applicants claiming to be minors and for whom an age assessment has not necessarily been carried out 

before provision of the data. 

In November 2014, the total number of asylum applicants was 67 832, a decrease of 6 % compared to October. During 

the same period first-time applicants in the EU+ (61 406) also fell by 7 %.  

In contrast to first-time applicants, the number of repeated applicants reported in November (6 413) rose by 2 % 

compared to October 2014, increasing the share of repeated applicants in total for the month, from 9 % in October to 

10 % in November. As in the previous months, applicants from all 6 WB countries were by far the most numerous 

repeated applicants. 

The number of claimed unaccompanied minors (UAM) in November 2014 decreased by 18 % compared to October and 

accounted for 4 % of the total number of applicants recorded during the month. In November, the main nationalities of 

claimed UAMs continued to be Afghanis, Syrians and Eritreans who lodged their claims for international protection 

predominantly in Sweden, Austria, Germany and Italy. 

2. Top 25 countries of origin in EU+ in November 2014          

       
In November, applicants from all 6 Western Balkans countries (WB), considered together, overtook Syrians and regained, 

after 10 months, the top position in the ranking of countries of origin. 

Syrians continued to be the largest group of asylum applicants from a single country of origin, accounting for 20 % of the 

monthly total. The large influx of Syrian applicants continued throughout the EU+ in November with 19 Member States 

reporting Syria in their top three countries of origin of asylum applicants.  

Stateless people and those for whom the citizenship is considered unknown represented 4 % of the total at EU+ level in 

November – many of these persons are Palestinians affected by the Syrian and related conflicts. 

                                                           
1 The EU+ is composed of EU-28 plus Norway and Switzerland. 



 

3. Latest country of origin trends  

Western Balkan nationals (WB) – The total number of applicants coming from all six WB countries went up sharply by 

42 % compared to October 2014, marking a new highest level (16 021 applicants) since Eurostat data collection began in 

2008. This historical increase was mostly due to the high number of Kosovars and Serbs reported by both Germany and 

Hungary. 

Syria - In November 2014, the number of Syrian asylum applicants (13 749) contracted by 11 % compared to the 

previous month. This represents the second consecutive decrease and mirrors the seasonal pattern of the last two years. 

If the pattern continues, the last month of the year should see a further decline. The overall numbers remain significantly 

higher than in previous years. Compared to November 2013, Syrian asylum applicants were 90 % more and, in the first 

11 months of 2014 overall, numbers more than doubled (120 %) compared to the all year of 2013.  

Ukraine - The number of Ukrainians (1 866) seeking asylum in EU+ dropped by 12 % compared to October, marking the 

first month-on-month decrease since the tensions started in eastern Ukraine.  As a consequence, Ukraine has dropped 

one position in the top single countries of origin of asylum applicants from sixth in October, to seventh in November 

2014. 

 

 


